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CHICAGO AND TORONTO CO-HOST DESIGN COMPETITION FOCUSED ON NEIGHBORHOOD SUSTAINABILITY, NOVEMBER 17-20
Garfield Park has been selected as the focus of a design competition that addresses the importance of design and integrative thinking in transforming transitional urban communities.  Born from the Chicago/Toronto Sister Cities relationship, the competition will bring together twelve graduate design students from Toronto and Chicago to propose a youth center design concept using principles learned from the Massive Change theory and exhibit at the Museum of Contemporary Art. The multi-disciplinary competition also draws its inspiration from the guidelines derived from the City Global Visionaries Symposium with renowned designer Bruce Mau, of Bruce Mau Design. Top students were selected from George Brown College's Institute without Boundaries and the University of Illinois from both its Chicago and Urbana-Champaign campuses who have expertise in urban planning, architecture and landscape architecture. 

 “Chicago is at the forefront of design that’s sustainable and effective in developing and transforming communities in need,” said Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley. “Chicago has a lot to learn and share with its sister city of Toronto, another internationally renowned city for architecture. We welcome these promising students to our city to collaborate and learn from each other.”
The City of Toronto worked with the Design Exchange to create and coordinate the design competition in the spirit of Massive Change, the Future of Global design, an exhibition developed by Toronto design firm Bruce Mau and George Brown College’s Institute Without Boundaries. As the lead Chicago partner, the City Design Center at the University of Illinois at Chicago is developing and coordinating the competition in close partnership with the Design Exchange. The City Design Center was a natural partner for this sustainability competition, given its development of an innovative Green Neighborhood Design Studio program, which focuses on the Garfield Park community. 
In preparation for the competition, students will tour Garfield Park and visit the Massive Change exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art on Friday, November 17.  Students will also participate in a downtown architectural walking tour guided by the Chicago Architecture Foundation and attend   “Massive Change and the City: Global Visionaries Symposium” at the Harris Theatre at Millennium Park on Saturday, November 18. 

Bruce Mau and Ian Chodikoff, editor, Canadian Architect magazine, will give brief presentations and informal discussions on Sunday, November 19 at the City Design Center where student teams will develop their design concepts in preparation for the jury review.
Six student teams will present their design concepts to an international design jury on Monday, November 20 at the Chicago Cultural Center’s Millennium Park Room. Each team will present for 10 minutes followed by 10-minute jury critiques, from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. The winning concept will be announced during a reception from 2-3:30 p.m. The concepts will be on display in Chicago at a site to be determined and at the Design Exchange in Toronto from February 1-March 7, 2007. 
About CSCIP
The Chicago Sister Cities International Program, under the auspices of the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, provides leadership to develop, manage, and coordinate comprehensive programs and projects with Chicago’s sister cities. It aims to increase international trade, promote economic development and support exchanges in the fields of culture, education, medicine, social services, environment, and technology with its sister cities for the benefit of the City of Chicago, its residents and businesses. For more information about the Chicago Sister Cities International Program, please call (312) 744-2172 or visit www.chicagosistercities.com.

In addition to Chicago’s partnership with Toronto, Chicago’s Sister Cities include: Accra, Ghana (1989); Amman, Jordan (2004); Athens Greece (1997); Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro (2005); Birmingham, England (1993); Casablanca, Morocco (1982); Delhi, India (2001); Durban, South Africa (1997); Galway, Ireland (1997); Gothenburg, Sweden (1987); Hamburg, Germany (1994); Kyiv, Ukraine (1991); Lucerne, Switzerland (1998); Mexico City, Mexico (1991); Milan, Italy (1973); Moscow, Russia (1997); Osaka, Japan (1973); Paris, France (1996); Petach Tikva, Israel (1994); Prague, Czech Republic (1990); Shanghai, China (1985); Shenyang, China (1985); Toronto, Canada (1991); Vilnius, Lithuania (1993); and Warsaw, Poland (1960).  

About the City of Toronto’s International Alliance Program (IAP)
The purpose of Toronto’s IAP program is to foster formal and informal relationships with international cities to strengthen economic, cultural, tourism, and multicultural links internationally and to share best practices with other municipalities where possible. The program also aims to forge informal international relationships and networks for the purpose of investment attraction. Toronto has two categories of international relationships: Partnership and Friendship Cities. Toronto’s Partnership Cities include Chicago, USA (1991); Chongqing, China (1985); Frankfurt, Germany (1991); and Milan, Italy (2003) and its Friendship Cities include: Warsaw, Poland (1990); Kyiv, Ukraine (1991); Sagamihara, Japan (1991); Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (2005); and Quito, Ecuador (2006). 

About Design Exchange

The Design Exchange is Canada’s National Centre for the Advancement and Promotion of Design.  Through lectures, exhibitions, seminars, design charrettes, workshops, outreach programs and research, the DX creates over 40 programs each year that cross all age groups and all design disciplines.  These programs educate the public about the connection between design and our economy, environment and quality of life.  

About the City Design Center at the University of Illinois at Chicago 

The City Design Center, founded in 1995, is a multi-disciplinary research, service, and public education program in the UIC College of Architecture and the Arts. The Center's broad public service mission is to promote the quality design and planning of the built environment for Chicago and its region.  The Center accomplishes this mission through research on comprehensive architectural and planning practices; technical assistance to community development corporations, public agencies and municipalities; and service learning through curricular support and research positions for architecture and planning students.

Over the past three years, the City Design Center has received accolades from communities participating in its innovative Urban Business Districts Program.  This program integrates physical planning, economic development and community participation to create comprehensive retail plans that are bold in vision and feasible to implement. 

For more information, contact Brent D. Ryan, Co-Director of the City Design Center at (312) 996-4953 or visit www.uic.edu/aa/cdc.
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