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On the occasion of Lithuania’s Millennium 2009 and Day of Statehood

The Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture
in cooperation with 
The Lithuanian American Community, Inc., Cultural Council,
the Lithuanian National Museum (Vilnius, Lithuania)

and  Chicago-Vilnius Sister Cities International Committee
cordially invite you to the opening and reception of the folk art exhibit of 
“Wayside Shrine and Cross Crafting in Lithuania”
Friday, July 24, 2009, 7:00 pm 
at the
Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture
6500 S. Pulaski Rd., Chicago, IL 60629 
The Museum is open 7 days a week, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Lithuania is sometimes called the land of crosses. The tradition of crafting crosses has been nurtured in Lithuania for several centuries. This native folk art, some of it amounting to small architectural monuments, included numerous types of traditional crosses such as crosses decorated with elaborate wood-carved or forged-metal ornamentation, small roofed road-side, or sculpted images of saints.

Historians have found references about the tradition of making crosses in Lithuania as far back as the 16th century.  Crosses of various sizes often were erected on farmsteads, in villages and townships, within cemeteries and churchyards, along roadsides and especially at crossroads, and by rivers, lakes and in areas which were known for miracles.  Crosses were erected for numerous reasons: important events in the lives of individuals or families and to commemorate the dates and events of significance in the history of a community or the entire nation.

The crafting of crosses in Lithuania has been entered into the UNESCO World Heritage List of oral and intangible masterpieces of humankind on May 18, 2001.

The exhibition “Wayside Shrine and Cross Crafting in Lithuania” combines the material from the Lithuanian National Museum and from the Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture collections.
This project is partially supported by Grants from the Illinois Arts Council, City Arts Program 3 City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, the ECPC.
For more information please call 773-582-6500

www.balzekasmuseum.org
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Balzekas Museum of Lithuanian Culture


6500 South Pulaski Road, Chicago, Illinois 60629 


Phone  (773) 582-6500  Fax  (773) 582-5133 E-mail: info@balzekasmuseum.org       
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